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that because metaphysics has vainly endeavoured to explain the Universe, therefore every kind of philosophical theory must be false. This would be to argue that because we do not believe in Plato, therefore the law of gravitation is untrue. Doubtless, as I have said, the matter is largely one of definitions. If by philosophy we mean an inquiry into the origin of the Universe, then it should be severely discarded. By philosophy I mean those inquiries of the widest interest, which can be approached and dealt with by the same methods as those obtaining in natural science. Philosophy doeis not occupy a sphere outside science, any more than in the case of history there is a separate department of philosophy. In both cases philosophy is a method of treatment, not a separate subject. I use the term to denote those operations which are carried out after the requisite facts have been collected. Both in science and in history we must begin by the simple accumulation of facts, and, meanwhile, we must remain philosophically agnostic. When we have got our raw material of facts, we can then begin to co-ordinate and classify them, that is to say, introduce the philosophic method. Without some such philosophic treatment the facts remain useless and uninteresting, science cannot be brought into the service of humanity, nor can true knowledge be advanced. No one would be interested to hear that the 542nd word of this chapter is "the." It is or may be a bald fact, devoid of philosophic significance, and no accumulation of such facts could ever constitute genuine knowledge. As in the arts, and as in history, our raw material is of no use to us until it has been properly worked up. We have to apply the processes of synthesis and analysis, which illuminate the facts brought in by the workers, give them life and meaning, and suggest lines of research for the discovery of other facts in corroboration or the reverse.
The main purpose of the present work is to defend the doctrine of materialism.    It is, indeed, a materialism infi-